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Behind the Global Appeal of 'Squid Game,' a
Country's Economic Unease

The dystopian Netflix hit taps South Korea's worries about
costly housing and scarce jobs, concerns familiar to its U.S. and

international viewers.
By Jin Yu Young, The New York Times, Published Oct. 6, 2021

In "Squid Game," the hit dystopian television show on Netflix, 456
people facing severe debt and financial despair play a series of deadly
children's games to win a $38 million cash prize in South Korea. Koo
Yong-hyun, a 35-year-old office worker in Seoul, has never had to
face down masked homicidal guards or competitors out to slit his
throat, like the characters in the show do. But Mr. Koo, who binge-
watched "Squid Game" in a single night, said he empathized with
the characters and their struggle to survive in the country's deeply

unequal society.

Mr. Koo, who got by on freelance gigs and government
unemployment checks after he lost his steady job, said it is "almost
impossible to live comfortably with a regular employee's salary" in a
city with runaway housing prices. Like many young people in South
Korea and elsewhere, Mr. Koo sees a growing competition to grab a

slice of a shrinking pie, just like the contestants in "Squid Game."
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Those similarities have helped turn the nine-episode drama into
an unlikely international sensation. "Squid Game" is now the top-
ranked show in the United States on Netflix and is on its way to
becoming one of the most-watched shows in the streaming service's
history. "There's a very good chance it will be our biggest show ever,"
Ted Sarandos, a co-chief executive at Netflix, said during a recent

business conference.

Culturally, the show has sparked an online embrace of its distinct
visuals, especially the black masks decorated with simple squares and
triangles worn by the anonymous guards, and a global curiosity for
the Korean children's games that underpin the deadly competitions.
Recipes for dalgona, the sugary Korean treat at the center of one

especially tense showdown, have gone viral.

Like the "Hunger Games" books and movies, "Squid Game" holds its
audience with its violent tone, cynical plot and — spoiler alert! — a
willingness to Kill off fan-favorite characters. But it has also tapped
a sense familiar to people in the United States, Western Europe and
other places, that prosperity in nominally rich countries has become
increasingly difficult to achieve, as wealth disparities widen and

home prices rise past affordable levels.

"Squid Game" is only the latest South Korean cultural export to
win a global audience by tapping into the country's deep feelings of
inequality and ebbing opportunities. "Parasite," the 2019 film that
won best picture at the Oscars, paired a desperate family of grifters
with the oblivious members of a rich Seoul household. "Burning,"
a 2018 art-house hit, built tension by pitting a young deliveryman

against a well-to-do rival for a woman's attention.

"Squid Game" revolves around Seong Gi-hun, a gambling addict
in his 40s who doesn't have the means to buy his daughter a proper
birthday present or pay for his aging mother's medical expenses. One
day he is offered a chance to participate in the Squid Game, a private
event run for the entertainment of wealthy individuals. To claim
the $38 million prize, contestants must pass through six rounds of

traditional Korean children's games. Failure means death.




The characters have resonated with South Korean youth who don't
see a chance to advance in society. Known locally as the "dirt spoon"
generation, many are obsessed with ways to get rich quickly, like
with cryptocurrencies and the lottery. South Korea has one of the

largest markets for virtual currency in the world.

Like the prize money in the show, cryptocurrencies give "people the
chance to change their lives in a second," said Mr. Koo, the office
worker. Mr. Koo, whose previous employer went out of business
during the pandemic, said the difficulty of earning money is one

reason South Koreans are so obsessed with making a quick buck.




squid /skwid/ n. {20, fifA
© a sea creature with a long soft body and ten arms around
its mouth

dystopia /dis'tovpio/ n. R ZFEHE, RERAEE, HIEH ()
S R RABAL BE BRI

© an imaginary place or state in which everything is
extremely bad or unpleasant

o dystopian /dis'toupion/ adj. JZ I ZFCFIHY

face sb. — down (EUXUELEN) K NEHIT L, Hl
Him (RN

o to oppose or beat sb. by dealing with them directly and
confidently

homicidal / homi'saidl/ adj. (f#) ATRESRARY; R (K
) B

o likely to kill another person; making sb. likely to kill
another person

o e.g. a homicidal maniac % AJE

slit /slit/ v. YIJF, #JF, #iJT

o to make a straight narrow cut in cloth, paper, skin, etc.
o e.g. Guy slit open the envelope. & FHFITEE

binge /bind3/ n. CENFIRY) FERGES), FHRIER, K2
PN

o (informal) a short period of time when sb. does too much
of a particular activity, especially eating or drinking alcohol
o e.g. One of the symptoms is binge eating. Jifk Z — 2K
B,

o binge-watch v. Jfill g

get by (on/in/with sth.) (5 ...) 4ERpAETE, RIEETE,
FhiE BT

© to manage to live or do a particular thing using the money,
knowledge, equipment, etc. that you have

o e.g. How does she get by on such a small salary? #fl 5£jX

RN TR E2E?

freelance /' fri:la:ns/ adj. 5291, BB G&) B

o earning money by selling your work or services to several
different organizations rather than being employed by one
particular organization

o e.g. a freelance journalist H B#TE TAE&

gig /gig/ n. (JLIEIRMAY) TAE
© a job, especially a temporary one
o e.g. a gig as a basketball coach IIffifsf 5 BR 225

runaway / ranower/ adj. 5251, THUER,  MEDIEHIRY,
ULINE NS

o happening very easily or quickly, and not able to be
controlled

o e.g. runaway inflation &34 JEVSH A3 B3 Ak

contestant /kon'testont/ n. 7 HE, LT, SRS
o someone who competes in a contest

episode /'eposoud/ n. (FRMLZELLREIL fEIE#TT H H i)
—&
o a television or radio programme that is one of a series of
programmes in which the same story is continued each week
o e.g. Watch next week's thrilling episode! i&UE T EFE ¥
f—%!

sensation /sen'seifon/ n. 25f), MEZR,
=YD

O very great surprise, excitement, or interest among a lot of

gl (8

people; the person or the thing that causes this surprise
o e.g. News of his arrest caused a sensation. fll g 7H E
Sl 7 3&5,

streaming /'strimi/ n. (BN NEFER) ik
&k, ERIRR
o a method of sending or receiving data, especially video,

over a computer network

visual /'viguol/ n. B R GEIHIAERE . )
© a picture, map, piece of film, etc. used to make an article or
a talk easier to understand or more interesting

o e.g. He used striking visuals to get his point across. {tlff

M I B 0E PR AR AT L AL

triangle /' traiengl/ n. =T, =ML

o a flat shape with three straight sides and three angles

o e.g. Cut the sandwiches into triangles. 18 =HHI& V)% =
o

anonymous /2 nonmmos/ adj. [EZ M), REZHK
o written, given, made, etc. by sb. who does not want their
name to be known or made public

o e.g. an anonymous letter &4 {5



underpin / anda'pm/ v. 58, IFE, AL (... BT
o to give strength or support to something and to help it
succeed

o e.g. the theories that underpin his teaching method 7 5t
HIZE T AR 1S

dalgona n. FifE, FEHE

o a Korean candy made with melted sugar and baking soda

treat /tri:t/ n. ;RE, ‘KRB, #KfF

o something very pleasant and enjoyable, especially sth. that
you give sb. or do for them

o e.g. We took the kids to the zoo as a special treat. F{[ 4
ey NEEE R, MDD —R,

showdown /' [ouodaon/ n. (R TARVRE, REHITRE
© an argument, a fight or a test that will settle a disagreement
that has lasted for a long time

o e.g. Management is facing a showdown with union

members today. 4> K% /7 1R T2 AR

kill sb./sth. < off KERW, KEHK GHHEYE)
o to make a lot of plants, animals, etc. die

o e.g. Some drugs kill off useful bacteria in the user's body.

FELY 2R IENR B ARt i

tap /tep/ v. M, k&, KZfE (CHEE. HIRE)

o to make use of a source of energy, knowledge, etc. that
already exists

o e.g. We need to tap the expertise of the people we already

have. TATFZHAFATIA N RZHILALATR,

nominally /'nommoali/ adv. 44 X_E#ll, 4 TC50H
o officially described as being something, when this is not

really true
o e.g. anominally Christian country 44 X _F{EZ8 FEHIT
ESP

parasite / parosait/ n. Z/EAEY), LY, FER
o a plant or animal that lives on or in another plant or animal

and gets food from it

grifter /'grifto(r)/ n. (JREVERAER)) U+

o a person who tricks people into giving them money, etc.

oblivious /a'blivios/ adj. ANHIE, KHELIFIM

o not knowing about or not noticing something that is
happening around you

o e.g. He seemed oblivious to the fact that he had hurt her.

LR E SN H O3 E T i,

art-house /'a:t havs/ adj. (FH5Z) SEZIGMERY, ANATFTR
Yy
o films/movies are usually made by small companies and are

not usually seen by a wide audience

pit sb./sth. against sth. {555, (R, FEZER
o to test sb. or their strength, intelligence, etc. in a struggle
or contest against sb./sth. else

o e.g. Lawyers and accountants felt that they were being

pitted against each other. fRITAI & T IR WA 12 —5

revolve around DA ... W1 (HAY) ; FE%
o to have something as a main subject or purpose

o e.g. The argument revolved around costs. SR fUE
2 R,

resonate / rezonert/ v. FEAE NS & AN, [E]3F
o (of a voice, an instrument, etc.) to make a deep, clear

sound that continues for a long time

cryptocurrency / kriptovkaronsi/ n. ISR EF 5T
o (= crypto-currency) a medium of exchange using
cryptography to secure the transactions and to control the

creation of new units

lottery /'Iotori/ n. (I RATHREEANBUN ., 28BN EHETR)
i saiik
o a game used to make money for a state or a charity in
which people buy tickets with a series of numbers on them. If
their number is picked by chance, they win money or a prize
o e.g. Do you really think winning the lottery would make

you happy? {REAIINF R R IREEID?

make a fast/quick buck %5 Hilit %

o (informal, often disapproving) to earn money quickly and
easily

o e.g. The movie is about a group of men trying to make a
quick buck as male strippers. X852 F it 2 —EE5E AR
TEL Bk AR 5 A R T )
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: likely to kill another person; making sb. likely to kill another person

: a person who tricks people into giving them money, etc.

2. —Jil %

Which of the following underlined words is closest in meaning to the one in the sentence "Those

similarities have helped turn the nine-episode drama into an unlikely international sensation."?

A. One sign of a heart attack is a tingling sensation in the left arm.
B. Jerry realized that he had no sensation in his legs.
C. Caroline had the sensation that she was being watched.

D. The band became a sensation overnight.
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o) a1 456 MR R, NAEERREEAZB2N 7 —58 i LE R

WX ELZE, PRAnARSL N, REHE. ki, FT9EEREE, TR Al DAARTS 456 {CEEThIih. 1ZmEIH

HEFEERMAS, TS 9 A 17 HIER K (Netflix) B, B EZ&DOR, (@eajEk) s

ek, 10 H 12 H, ® WE/EM, XEUENEEILL 111 258 QUERKE 2 72

) HPEE, BOVZTEE R BRI R SUR IR, I AT DR —— £ i Earf)
(Bridgerton) , PUJEII I 1T 8,200 YA,

BRM (1971 4E 5 A -) HAETEHEE/R, BERRAEERE, JERMEIMMNRE B HIE
P2, 2007 45, BEARBEE OGASH MBI KR EE (RINEE) LB R B BN HIL,
PR T MEEREITFRIZ T, 1E 22 FaEE SR ANCERHIARIE NS, 2011 F, &
ARMARIE R LR TR R Cak) B IR REE s =, S AR
MRS 1 e E L B e R ST A R ERIAR R4, AN, MdiT T (R  (FEiX
L) SEARLE do

KT CBUAaH) , EARMERESRVINGG, BATE AHR G ERARE L BBl R AR,
fibifilEiZR A R — T TR B A EREERYE SR, 55— 7R B E R B 2, 1E 2008 £RE27T
AMER, EAEE © —PRTIHREREHZHES 7. SRRt 7 OOR) (il
o) M, b B IR TR,

2% ¥l CNN; Netflix
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