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As New Coronavirus Spread, China's Old
Habits Delayed Fight

By Chris Buckley and Steven Lee Myers

At critical turning points, Chinese authorities put secrecy and order ahead

of openly confronting the growing crisis and risking public alarm or




political embarrassment.

WUHAN, China — A mysterious illness had stricken seven patients
at a hospital, and a doctor tried to warn his medical school classmates.
"Quarantined in the emergency department,” the doctor, Li Wenliang,

wrote in an online chat group on Dec. 30, referring to patients.

"So frightening," one recipient replied, before asking about the epidemic
that began in China in 2002 and ultimately killed nearly 800 people. "Is

SARS coming again?"

In the middle of the night, officials from the health authority in the central
city of Wuhan summoned Dr. Li, demanding to know why he had shared
the information. Three days later, the police compelled him to sign a

statement that his warning constituted "illegal behavior."

The illness was not SARS, but something similar: a coronavirus that is now
on a relentless march outward from Wuhan, throughout the country and
across the globe, killing at least 304 people in China and infecting more

than 14,380 worldwide.

The government's initial handling of the epidemic allowed the virus to gain
a tenacious hold. At critical moments, officials chose to put secrecy and
order ahead of openly confronting the growing crisis to avoid public alarm

and political embarrassment.

A reconstruction of the crucial seven weeks between the appearance of the
first symptoms in early December and the government's decision to lock
down the city, based on two dozen interviews with Wuhan residents, doctors

and officials, on government statements and on Chinese media reports,




points to decisions that delayed a concerted public health offensive.

In those weeks, the authorities silenced doctors and others for raising red
flags. They played down the dangers to the public, leaving the city's 11
million residents unaware they should protect themselves. They closed a
food market where the virus was believed to have started, but didn't broadly

curb the wildlife trade.

Their reluctance to go public, in part, played to political motivations as
local officials prepared for their annual congresses in January. Even as cases
climbed, officials declared repeatedly that there had likely been no more

infections.

By not moving aggressively to warn the public and medical professionals,
public health experts say, the Chinese government lost one of its best

chances to keep the disease from becoming an epidemic.

"This was an issue of inaction," said Yanzhong Huang, a senior fellow
for global health at the Council on Foreign Relations who studies China.
"There was no action in Wuhan from the local health department to alert

people to the threat."

The first case, the details of which are limited and the specific date
unknown, was in early December. By the time the authorities galvanized

into action on Jan. 20, the disease had grown into a formidable threat.

It is now a global health emergency. It has triggered travel restrictions
around the world, shaken financial markets and created perhaps the greatest
challenge yet for China's leader. The crisis could upend Mr. Xi's agenda

for months or longer, even undermining his vision of a political system




that offers security and growth in return for submission to iron-fisted

authoritarianism.

On the last day of 2019, after Dr. Li's message was shared outside the
group, the authorities focused on controlling the narrative. The police
announced that they were investigating eight people for spreading rumors

about the outbreak.

That same day, Wuhan's health commission, its hand forced by those
"rumors," announced that 27 people were suffering from pneumonia of an

unknown cause. Its statement said there was no need to be alarmed.

"The disease is preventable and controllable," the statement said.

Dr. Li, an ophthalmologist, went back to work after being reprimanded.
On Jan. 10, he treated a woman for glaucoma. He did not know she had
already been infected with the coronavirus, probably by her daughter. They

both became sick. So would he.




coronavirus /korono'varras/ n. i IR R 2

o any of a group of RNA viruses that cause a variety of dis-
eases in humans and other animals

o e.g. Mouse Hepatitis virus ( MHV ) is a common coronavi-
rus of laboratory mice. /NI 2K (MHV ) =—f31%)
ERIN R

secrecy /'si:krosi/ n. {5

o the fact of making sure that nothing is known about sth;
the state of being secret

o e.g. The whole affair is still shrouded in secrecy. 22N £

MRIHPRTIAE,

quarantine /'kworanti:n/ v. GBIk ) HATRZE, bR
[

o to keep a person or animal apart from others for a period of
time in case they are carrying a disease

o e.g. Dogs have to be quarantined for six months before
they'll let them in. JJEHAT 6 N H KRR B 2 54 #i 0
PN

relentless /r1'lentlos/ adj. #425R 5K
© not stopping or getting less strong
o e.g. The sun was relentless. KFHIEEIR4 R

tenacious /to nerfos/ adj. "ZHFH)

o that does not stop holding sth or give up sth easily; deter-
mined

o e.g. The party has kept its tenacious hold on power for
more than twenty years. XM EZRIEER AN+ %
ﬂ‘:‘o

concerted /kon's3:trd/ adj. [E).CMp FTHY

o done in a planned and determined way, especially by more
than one person, government, country, etc.

o e.g. She has begun to make a concerted effort to find a job.

TR R 2 SRR,

offensive /o' fenstv/ n. 5475

o a series of actions aimed at achieving sth in a way that
attracts a lot of attention

o e.g. The government has launched a new offensive against

crime. BURF A8 1 HTHIFT AL IR,

reluctance /r1'Iaktons/ n. N E
o unwillingness or disinclination to do something
o e.g. She sensed his reluctance to continue. {1257 2|t

inaction /m'zkfn/ n. I738l; A REGE

o lack of action; the state of doing nothing about a situation
or a problem

o e.g. It is supposed to be washed down the gutter and into
the city's vast sewerage system.

galvanize into /' gelvonarz/ v. ffi (FN) B GEREUTSN)
o to make sb take action by shocking them or by making
them excited

o e.g. The urgency of his voice galvanized them into action.

it 2IERT A S R TR,

formidable /' f>:midobl/ adj. F]{HMY

o if people, things or situations are formidable, you feel fear
and/or respect for them, because they are impressive or pow-
erful, or because they seem very difficult

o e.g. They had to overcome formidable obstacles. fit{[ 115 b4,
IFEEA AN

upend /ap'end/ v. {FA{2]

o to turn sb/sth upside down

o e.g. The bicycle lay upended in a ditch. BT ZEEIEIfE—
VKT E,

authoritarianism /5: Oprr'tearronism/ n. JH#E 3= W

o Authoritarianism is the state of being authoritarian or the
belief that people with power, especially the State, have the
right to control other people's actions.

o e.g. Another fairy widespread form of bureaucratism is
authoritarianism. ‘B 5 3= AN H —FIELER B AR,

AR a2 E o

narrative /' nzrotrv/ n. A
o a description of events, especially in a novel
o e.g. Neither author was very strong on narrative. F/MEZE

HARIRE T HHCEH,

pneunmonia /nju: ' moonia/ n. fifi s

o a serious illness affecting one or both lungs that makes
breathing difficult

o e.g. The new drug lessens the severity of pneumonia epi-

sodes. Fr2 L T il 58 BN B

ophthalmologist / pf0z] mplodzist/ n. ARFEHEA:
© a doctor who studies and treats the diseases of the eye
o e.g. Annex has been attached to my ophthalmologist pre-

scribed scanned. fifAHE M E T IHRIVIRRIE AL HH
itk

reprimand /' reprima:nd/ v. Il &

o to tell sb officially that you do not approve of them or their
actions

o e.g. The officers were severely reprimanded for their un-

professional behaviour. ZEE AT AlE R HRNV RN T 522 7™
S )a =

glaucoma /glo: ' kovmo/ n. FYEAR
© an eye disease that causes gradual loss of sight
o e.g. People with elevated intraocular pressure are at great-

est risk for developing glaucoma. BREE &2 B AR ST AAT]
RHEAIRER RAE YR .



L AR SORE S5 H SO H BRI . B R]

: to keep a person or animal apart from others for a period of time in case they are carrying a
disease

: to tell sb officially that you do not approve of them or their actions

2. [F] SO

Which of the following is closest in meaning to the underlined part in "Three days later, the police

compelled him to sign a statement that his warning constituted 'illegal behavior." ?

A. forced

B. required
C. demanded
D. persuaded

3. B MPESE SIS

1 H 20 HAEXRERT REATHIN, 3X—5I E RN Rl HAYEU.
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1. quarantine; reprimand

2.A

3. By the time the authorities galvanized into action on Jan. 20, the disease had grown into a formi-

dable threat.
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